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Ardizzone, Edward. Sarah and Simon and No Red Paint. Delacorte, 1966. 48p.
illus. $2.75.
Although the setting is contemporary, this is a blandly Victorian story
R about a poor young artist and his loving family who are almost destitute
K-3 when the young painter's wealthy uncle decides to forgive his nephew and
offer his blessing and his purse. The illustrations are delightful, the writ-
ing is tongue-in-cheek, artfully artless. "Courage," the young painter
says to his worried wife, "I have nearly finished my masterpiece and then
we will be rich. In the meantime I will sell my gold cigarette case to tide
things over." Sarah and Simon, the happy children of the young artist, are
wont to spend their time in a neighborhood bookshop; one day the ferocious
looking old gentleman who comes in daily hears the children say that all
their money is gone, and that they cannot get credit at the paint store to
buy red paint that is needed to complete the masterpiece. The old gentle-
man is, to no reader's surprise, the long-disdainful Uncle Robert.
Armer, Alberta. Troublemaker; illus. by J. C. Kocsis. World, 1966. 192p. Trade
ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.86 net.
The story of a delinquent child in a foster home, realistic and often
R touching. With a father in prison, Joe had had an unhappy life and had be-
6-9 come a thief; his mother was in a state institution. Although there were
some things he liked about living with the Murrays, Joe resented them,
but he was unable to resist small Melvin, an adopted child of Jewish par-
entage. He invented for Melvin's benefit-and his own pride-a beautiful,
magical, loving mother. Slowly the patience and kindness of the Murrays
helped Joe to lose his hostility and to greet with love the subdued mother
who came to visit him when she was released from the hospital. The
characterization and motivation are excellent; the writing style is very
good, although Melvin's conversation is occasionally a bit precocious.
Asimov, Isaac, ed. Tomorrow's Children; 18 Tales of Fantasy and Science Fic-
tion; illus. by Emanuel Schongut. Doubleday, 1966. 4 31p. $4.95.
A very good science fiction anthology, the stories, chosen from the
R last two decades of publication, representing the works of such distin-
7- guished science fiction writers as Bradbury, Simak, Heinlein, and Asi-
mov himself. The tales about the children of the future are varied in
mood and approach; each is prefaced by a few comments by the editor.
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Bawden, Nina. The Witch's Daughter. Lippincott, 1966. 181p. Trade ed. $3.50,
Library ed. $3.39 net.
Somehow the author manages to achieve a unified and believable story
R by putting together such highly dramatic elements as the lonely Perdita,
5-7 shunned by other children as a witch's daughter, some smugglers who
have a cache of gems in an ocean cave, and a blind girl who visits the
Scottish island of Skua-where all the action takes place. Janey is blind,
but she and her brother ferret out with Perdita the mystery of the two
men who have hidden the jewels; one is the employer of Perdita's guard-
ian, old Annie MacLaren, who believes that Perdita has Powers and is a
witch. The story is well written, very well characterized, and has nice
pace and construction.
Berg, Joan. The Bunny Who Wanted a Friend. Golden Press, 1966. 22p. illus.
Trade ed. $1.95; Library ed. $2.19 net.
A sweet little story about Charles, a lonely bunny who wanted com-
NR panionship. He decided to go friend-hunting and, seeing an injured bird,
3-5 gave up his plans in order to rescue the bird. He took it home and fed it
yrs. and found he had a friend. The story is unoriginal and slight, the style
pedestrian; the illustrations are pastel-pretty, with an obtrusive mixture
of conceptions: for example, Charles is pictured at table both with a
large raw carrot and with bacon and eggs.
Bernheim, Marc. From Bush to City; A Look at the New Africa; by Marc and
Evelyne Bernheim. Harcourt, 1966. 96p. illus. Trade ed. $4.50; Li-
brary ed. $4.62 net.
Profusely illustrated with very good photographs, a most interesting
R book on the ferment of progress in Africa today. The text concentrates
6-10 on the new nations south of the Sahara, examining their political, reli-
gious, and educational patterns; it discusses the role of women, the eco-
nomic problems, and the contributions of foreign countries; it describes
the new directions taken by African artists. The authors write in a live-
ly style that suits their crisp and intelligent objectivity. It is a drawback
to have a sequence of pages with no numbers. A one-page index ia ap-
pended.
Bonham, Frank. Mystery in Little Tokyo; illus. by Kazue Mizumura. Dutton,
1966. 125p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.46 net.
A rather good middle-grades mystery story despite the somewhat
Ad contrived plot. The story is set in the Japanese section of Los Angeles,
5-7 where Dan and Carol are visiting their grandparents. Danny becomes
suspicious about the role of a dealer who wants a valuable samurai
sword belonging to his grandfather; he helps solve the mystery of the
sword's disappearance and also helps end the feud between his grand-
father and an elderly neighbor who had once been a good friend. The
writing style is adequate, the characters are well-drawn, and the set-
ting is very nicely developed; the author draws Little Tokyo as a solid
neighborhood community with a rich tradition.
Bourne, Miriam Anne. Emilio's Summer Day; pictures by Ben Shecter. Har-
per, 1966. 32p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.92 net.
A read-aloud story with engaging illustrations, nicely detailed and
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Ad often humorous. The story has little plot or action, but gives an effec-
K-2 tive picture of an inner city neighborhood-presumably Puerto Rican-
on a day of oppressive and sustained heat. Emilio goes listlessly through
the humid day; the slide is too hot to slide on, people sit quietly in the
torpid air, plants wilt. Then comes an eruption of activity and joy: the
streetwashing truck appears; immediately the street is full of children,
screaming with delight as the cold water sprays them. The truck goes,
the day ends, the sun sinks. A bit weak in the ending, but a nice vignette.
Broderick, Dorothy M. Hank. Harper, 1966. 145p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed.
$3.27 net.
Hank is a high school senior who has been surly and hostile since his
Ad father deserted the family; he resists the friendly overtures of faculty
7-10 members, he has few friends, and he is especially resentful toward his
mother. Hank seeks out a tough gang of boys and only just escapes be-
coming involved in a criminal act. Due in part to the gentle, persistent,
and sensible advice of the school counselor, Hank sees that he must
change his behavior pattern; he goes to the police to disclose the gang's
plans. Hank's mother is a nagging and tactless woman; it is from the
author's characterization of her that the reader may assume the reason
her husband decamped-it is never explained. Psychologically valid, and
important in its portrayal of the pre-delinquent, the book seems a bit
slow of pace.
Buff, Mary (Marsh). Kemi; An Indian Boy Before the White Man Came; by Mary
and Conrad Buff. Ward Ritchie Press, 1966. 90p. illus. Trade ed.
$3.50; Library ed. $3.27 net.
This is a pleasant, albeit slow-moving, tale about the California In-
Ad dians. The illustrations, like the text, are rich in cultural details; al-
4-6 though some of the human figures are awkward, the black and white
drawings have a distinctive combination of strength and delicacy. Kemi,
a small boy, breaks his mother's precious cooking pot; learning that the
soapstone pot had been obtained in trading with an island tribe, Kemi
begs to go with his father on the next trading expedition. The trip is both
exciting and instructive to Kemi; he learns that the island Indians are
very much like the people of his own tribe, and he happily returns with
a cooking pot for his mother.
Carlson, Natalie (Savage). Sailor's Choice; pictures by George Loh. Harper,
1966. 140p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.27 net.
A story set in Newfoundland, well-paced, briny, and occasionally sen-
R timental. Jamie, an orphan who has been taken in by a family with ten
5-7 children, stows away on a sealer. The captain masks his kindness with
gruff discipline; the captain's dog adopts Jamie as his own. By the end
of the voyage, Captain Wight has decided to bring Jamie back to live
with him. There is one problem: pets are not allowed in the area where
the Wights live, so the captain moves the house. The dialogue and char-
acterization are excellent, but the most appealing aspect of the book is
the sealing expedition: the members of the crew are colorfully drawn,
and some of the episodes of the voyage exciting.
Caufield, Don. The Incredible Detectives; by Don and Joan Caufield; pictures by
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Kiyo Komoda. Harper, 1966. 76p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.92
net.
A good middle grades mystery story, larded with humor, that deftly
R mingles fanciful and realistic elements. When young Davy is kidnapped
4-6 while visiting a museum, his parents receive a threatening letter. The
family's three animals decide that the police are bungling the job and
that they must take matters into their own hands. The three track down
the kidnappers and-after creating a mild commotion at the museum-
rescue Davy. The animals talk to each other, but not to humans; they
have personalities but they are drawn as caricatures, not as people.
Perhaps the aspect of the story that most contributes to its success as
a fantasy is the consistency with which the animal's deeds (as opposed
to their words) are kept within the bounds of credibility.
Coolidge, Olivia E. Women's Rights; The Suffrage Movement in America, 1848-
1920; illus. with photographs. Dutton, 1966. 189p. Trade ed. $4.95; Li-
brary ed. $4.90 net.
A comprehensive, detailed, and quite fascinating history of the wom-
R en's suffrage movement. Particularly good in incorporating biographical
8- background into the text with smooth brevity, the book is objective in
assessing the personalities and peculiarities of some of the famous lead-
ers of the movement. The long struggle for suffrage is marked by the
dedication, courage, and persistence shown by the men and women who
worked and suffered censure over the years. The book is illustrated
with photographs and with reproductions of cartoons; a list of important
dates, a list of suggested readings, and a relative index are appended.
Del Rey, Lester. The Infinite Worlds of Maybe. Holt, 1966. 191p. Trade ed.
$3.95; Library ed. $3.59 net.
A young man whose father has disappeared into time goes hunting
Ad him, in a science fiction story that doesn't quite manage to exploit the
6-9 potential of its theme. The theme: the course of history might have been
changed by an alternate outcome. Bill Franklin and a friend discover,
after finding father's farewell note, how to operate the time-travel scan-
ner and suits that have been left behind. Several times they catapult into
another time period and have an adventure from which they barely es-
cape. In the end Bill finds his father in a world where there is, as in
their own world, an unceasing struggle to uplift the human race. The
separate episodes are only thinly strung together; the writing style is
adequate.
Denny, Norman. The Bayeux Tapestry; The Story of the Norman Conquest: 1066;
by Norman Denny and Josephine Filmer-Sankey. Atheneum, 1966. 72p.
illus. $6.95.
A most handsome presentation of the story told in the tapestry, the
R color reproductions of the panels of the tapestry being of excellent qual-
6-10 ity. The panels tell the story of the Norman Conquest and the events that
preceded it. The text uses two kinds of type; one paragraph in large type
describes the scene of the panel strip; a second, and longer, section in
small type gives more details and some background information. The
writing style is brisk, competent, and often amusing.
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Duggan, Alfred. The Falcon and the Dove; A Life of Thomas Becket of Canter-
bury; decorations by Anne Marie Jauss. Pantheon Books, 1966. 217p.
$3.95.
Again, a superb work of history by the late author. Here the biogra-
R phy is impressive both as a picture of Becket and as a twelfth-century
8- tapestry. It was a rare combination of scholarly background and wit that
enabled Mr. Duggan to write historical material that has the appeal of
an adventure story. A brief bibliography is appended.
Eyerly, Jeannette. A Girl Like Me. Lippincott, 1966. 18 0p. $3.75.
This is a quite realistic and candid story about a high school girl
Ad whose friend has an illegitimate child. Robin, who has been worried
7-9 about her own feelings toward a boy, has broken off the relationship and
has already felt relief; when she learns that her friend, Cass, is preg-
nant, Robin realizes what chances she might herself have taken. Robin,
who has always known she was an adopted child, discovers people who
had known her real mother; she discovers that she herself had been an
illegitimate child, and she goes to visit Cass in a home for unwed moth-
ers, understanding for the first time that this tragedy could have hap-
pened to a girl like her. The characters and plot development are nicely
handled, but there seems an overbalance of sub-plots and, infrequently
but jarringly, careless writing: "Judy had put on such a clinical expres-
sion as she scrootched forward to listen . . ." or, "She sensed, though
she could not see, the invisible exchange of glances that passed between
her parents."
Fox, Dorothea Warren. Miss Twiggley's Tree. Parents' Magazine, 1966. 37p.
illus. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $3.03 net.
A nonsense story in rhyme, adequately illustrated-but somehow it
M doesn't quite come off. Miss Twiggley lived in a tree house with a dog
K-2 named Puss, who did the shopping, and two large brown bears. "She
slept in her hat, But she made up her bed, And she swept and she dusted/
Until the bears said/ They were thoroughly tired/ Of being so neat, And
refused, when she asked them, To hold up their feet." Well, the winds
rose and the rains came and the townspeople who had criticized Miss
Twiggley were all forced to take refuge in her tree house. As did the
town dogs. So they all played games and sang. Miss Twiggley, who had
been so shy, had forgotten that when she was needed. "You help all you
can. And you never ask why. Then the first thing you know, You forget to
be shy." The story has just enough of a message, just enough a touch of
realism, to be weak as a fanciful tale.
Glubok, Shirley. The Art of Ancient Peru; designed by Gerard Nook; special pho-
tography by Alfred H. Tamarin. Harper, 1966. 41p. Trade ed. $4.50;
Library ed. $4.11 net.
As are Miss Glubok's previous books, this is a handsome, informa-
R tive volume. The writing is simple and lucid, with professional authori-
4-9 tativeness but without technical terminology. The illustrations of art ob-
jects are stunning, and they are carefully placed in relation to the tex-
tual references to them. The text concentrates on the objects pictured,
but in describing their uses or the ways in which they were made, also
gives facts about their cultural matrix.
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Gregory, Horace. The Silver Swan; Poems of Romance and Mystery; by Horace
Gregory and Marya Zaturenska; wood engravings by Diana Bloomfield.
Holt, 1966. 221p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.59 net.
A fine anthology, compiled by two poets, husband and wife; small
R black and white wood engravings are used to illustrate with distinction
7- the selections of poetry. The poems reflect moods of mystery, mirth,
longing, nostalgia, gloom, joy-the gamut of emotions one feels when in
awe or in love. The poems are printed on separate pages with the writ-
er's name cited; for each page the compilers give, in an appended sec-
tion, a note on the author and, in some cases, some comment on the
poem. Author, first line, and title indexes are included, the latter using
italics to indicate references to notes.
Grimm, Jakob Ludwig Karl. Snow-White and Rose-Red; a picture book by Bar-
bara Cooney. Delacorte, 1966. 47p. $2.75.
A simplified retelling of the familiar story of the two sisters and the
Ad enchanted bear, with some of the style lost and a few small parts of the
3-5 story omitted. For example, the bear makes no explanation, when he
leaves the children for the summer, that he is going to guard his trea-
sure from the dwarfs. The illustrations are charming, sweet without be-
ing sentimental, and given fragility by the use of only rosy tones with
black and white.
Haviland, Virginia. Favorite Fairy Tales Told in Sweden; retold by Virginia
Haviland; illus. by Ronni Solbert. Little, 1966. 92p. $2.95.
Six tales, retold in a straightforward and modest style, illustrated
R with pictures in black, white and orange-lively and attractive. The text
4-6 is printed in large, clear type; the tales are all typical of the genre: the
magic castle that is envied by a king, the boy who outwits a water sprite,
the daydreamer whose inflated fancies lead to his own downfall, et cetera.
A pleasant addition to the author's excellent series of fairy tales from
different countries.
Henry, Marguerite. Mustang, Wild Spirit of the West; illus. by Robert Lougheed.
Rand McNally, 1966. 224p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.97 net.
This is the story of "Wild Horse Annie," a real person (Mrs. Charles
R Johnston) and a most courageous and determined one. The fact that the
6-9 story is written in first person gives it both conviction and urgency.
Annie has already proved her inner strength in her adjustment to the
crippling effects of polio; when she espouses the cause of the wild mus-
tangs, she needs again and again to call on that inner strength. First in
Nevada, then in Washington she fought and argued against the killing of
the wild horses she loved; in 1959 the federal legislation against run-
ning down mustangs from a vehicle was passed. Although the last pages
of Annie's story strike a lyric note, the book is the best this author has
written for many years, engrossing as a story of the preservation of
wild animals and truly moving as a story of a dauntless woman.
Houston, James. Eagle Mask; A West Coast Indian Tale; written and illus. by
James Houston. Harcourt, 1966. 63p. Trade ed. $3; Library ed. $3.21
net.
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Illustrated with bold drawings in black and white, this story of the
R Northwest Indians is starkly simple, quietly forceful in picturing the
5-7 tribal patterns of living. A young prince of the Eagle Clan hunts and
fishes with his companion, goes salmon fishing with the men of the
tribe, and goes on a whale hunt; Skemshan comes of age and assumes
adult responsibilities when he is honored by a five-day potlatch.
Hunt, Irene. Up a Road Slowly. Follett, 1966. 192p. $3.95.
Julie Trelling describes her life from the time her mother dies un-
R til her high school graduation: ten years. Aunt Cordelia's ramrod soul
6-9 seems hard to live with, but Julie finds, to her surprise, when her fa-
ther remarries and wants his daughter at home again, that she has be-
come used to Aunt Cordelia and loves her dearly. The problems of
jealousy, first love, parental relations, and snobbishness are handled
with ease and honesty; the more serious problems of alcoholism and of
emotional disturbance in adult characters are handled with dignity. A
moving and beautifully written book.
Kessler, Leonard P. Kick, Pass, and Run. Harper, 1966. 64p. illus. (I Can
Read Books) Trade ed. $1.95; Library ed. $2.19 net.
Well, it isn't exactly a sports classic, but it is an amusing book about
R football and animals, even though the real and the fanciful don't quite
1-2 mesh. A group of animals wonder what kind of an egg the big brown
thing is; then a boy calls out "Here's our football." The animals watch
the game, immediately becoming totally engaged fans; they then go off
to try a game of their own. Slight plot, but enjoyable dialogue for the be-
ginning independent reader.
Levin, Jane Whitbread. Star of Danger. Harcourt, 1966. 160p. $3.25.
A very good World War I story. Peter and Karl were German refu-
R gees in Denmark when, in 1943, the Nazi policy toward Danish Jews
7-10 changed and the boys had to flee to Sweden. The flight for many others
and for the two young men was dangerous; for both the Jews and the Re-.
sistance workers, the execution of the escape plans required patience
and courage, The writing is a bit stodgy, but the plot, based on actual
war experiences, is constructed well; the most appealing aspect of the
book, however, is in the picture it gives of the Danish people: their kind-
ness, their efficiency, and their courage in putting into practice their be-
lief that all men truly are brothers.
Lexau, Joan M. The Homework Caper; pictures by Syd Hoff. Harper, 1966. 64p.
(I Can Read Books) Trade ed. $1.95; Library ed. $2.19 net.
An entertaining book for the beginning reader, illustrated with car-
R toon-style pictures that are very simply drawn and very funny. Ken tries
1-2 to help his friend Bill find out what became of a lost homework paper;
both boys are puzzled by the odd scrawls on a piece of paper that is in
Bill's book. Turns out the dastardly deed was done by Ken's small sis-
ter, out of the kindness of her heart. Since little Susan was proud of her
"homework" she had donated it to her brother, putting it in Bill's book
by mistake. The scenes between Ken and his baby sister are amusing,
the friendship between the boys is the in-each-other's-pockets closeness
of next door neighbors that is so typical of seven and eight year olds,
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and the book has a happy balance of home and school episodes.
Lindquist, Jennie Borothea. The Crystal Tree; pictures by Mary Chalmers.
Harper, 1966. 297p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.79 net.
A sequel to The Golden Name Day and The Little Silver House, with
R charming illustrations that are just right for the gentle, old-fashioned
3-6 tone of the story. Here Nancy and her friends become fascinated by the
family who had once owned the silver house; nobody seems to know any-
thing about them or about the little tree made of crystal that one woman
remembers. As they talk to residents and write letters to former resi-
dents, the children learn more and more about the Crane family. In the
course of their investigations, Nancy and her friends give a lovely pic-
ture of the friendliness and decorum of a small town early in the cen-
tury and of the Swedish-American customs preserved in the Benson
home.
McCarthy, Agnes. Room 10; illus. by Ib Ohlsson. Doubleday, 1966. 71p. $2.50.
A book that really captures the classroom atmosphere as it touches
R on various episodes through the year with Miss Lavender's third grade
3-5 class. The anecdotes have a modicum of continuity; told by one of the
children, they reflect the compartmentalized world of school realisti-
cally. The writing is direct, lightly humorous, and never cute; Miss
Lavender is nicely depicted as a young, competent, and sympathetic
teacher who is occasionally exasperated but never unkind, and who oc-
casionally makes a mistake but who has the respect and affection of the
children of room 10.
McCord, David Thompson Watson. All Day Long; Fifty Rhymes of the Never Was
and Always Is; drawings by Henry B. Kane. Little, 1966. 104 p. $3.50.
A book of rather light, entertaining poems of which several have been
R previously published in magazines. The poems are well-suited to read-
4-6 ing aloud, although a few that play with words will lose in the translation,
such as the poem about ptarmigan, playing on the prefixing of the silent
"p" to other words: "ptolerate" or "pterritory." Or, for example, "Sup-
posing though's not tho, but more like thoff, and sough's sow's not a pig
that sows, but soff?" The topics are simple but intriguing, the writing
has rhythm, humor, and imaginative zest; the black and white illustra-
tions are attractive, many of them also humorous.
Matthiesen, Thomas. Things to See; A Child's World of Familiar Objects; photo-
graphed in color by Thomas Matthiesen. Platt and Munk, 1966. 54p.
$2.50.
A compilation of color photographs, each full page and each faced by
Ad a page that has a few lines of text and-in heavy type face-the name of
3-5 the pictured object. The arrangement is random; the pictures are excel-
yrs. lent both in the choices of subjects and in the quality of reproduction.
The text verges on cuteness here and there, but is for the most part
rather simple, almost naive in style; the short sentences and large print
could be read by beginning readers, but probably won't be because of the
format.
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Meilach, Dona Z. Creating with Plaster. Reilly and Lee, 1966. 73p. illus.
$5.50.
An oversize how-to book, profusely illustrated with photographs-
R some informative, some decorative. The text is straightforward, lucid
7- in its step-by-step explanations, and most explicit about the small tech-
niques that give a professional touch. The author, an artist and art edu-
cator, describes several kinds of work with plaster and gives good in-
formation about supplies and about the special attributes of different ma-
terials. The book should be as useful as guidance for adults working
with children as it is for the adult or young adult reader.
Moffat, Samuel. Life Beyond the Earth; by Samuel Moffat and Elie A. Shneour;
epilogue by Joshua Lederberg; illus. by Helmut K. Wimmer. Four Winds,
1965. 160p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $3.27 net.
A good that smoothly integrates information about biochemistry, ge-
R netic biology, and astronomy. The authors discuss theories of the origin
7- of life and, giving lucid and detailed facts about molecular structure, go
on to explore the possibilities of the existence of living matter on other
planets-or, indeed, in other galaxies. In addition to the information it
gives, the book has added values: it is an excellent example of the cau-
tious and logical scientific approach, and it is an excellent example of
the interdependence of scientific disciplines.
Moorehead, Alan. The Story of the Blue Nile; an abridgment by Lucy Moorehead.
Harper, 1966. 150p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.79 net.
Abridged from the original adult book. Unfortunately, the title of this
R book gives no clue to the fact that it is an exciting adventure story, skil-
7-12 fully told; it is also a true story. The title is somewhat misleading,
since the book is less about the Blue Nile than it is about the European
encroachment on the regions in which the river rises and flows. The
first adventurer into the region was the Scotsman, James Bruce, whose
reports on Africa were reviled as fraudulent inventions; the major part
of the book is devoted to Napoleon's invasion of Egypt and the struggles
between the French army and the Mamelukes. The final section is per-
haps the most dramatic, describing the mad Emperor of Ethiopia, Theo-
dore, who fought against the British in the 1860's. An index is appended.
The book has been skilfully abridged; the style of writing is smooth, and
there are no omissions of important material.
Nesbit, Edith. Long Ago When I Was Young; illus. by Edward Ardizzone. Watts,
1966. 127p. $5.95.
First published in 1896 as a series of stories in a magazine for girls,
R these twelve episodes from Edith Nesbit's childhood are combined for
6- the first time in book form. A long introduction by Noel Streatfeild dis-
cusses the Nesbit books with discernment and affection. Here the twelve
episodes have the same vitality and universality that distinguish the
Bastable stories, so that there is no sense of being old-fashioned despite
the old-fashioned setting. The author writes of the boarding school she
disliked and of the fellow pupil she detested; she describes a stay in
Paris, a frightening incident in Bordeaux, a happy summer on a farm in
Brittany, and an attempt to help an older brother stuff a fox he'd shot by
accident.
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O'Dell, Scott. The King's Fifth; decorations and maps by Samuel Bryant. Hough-
ton, 1966. 264p. $3.95.
Fifteen-year-old Esteban sailed with Admiral Alarcon as a cartogra-
R pher; carrying supplies for Coronado, the expedition went astray and a
7-10 small group was put ashore to find Coronado's camp. Thus begins a har-
rowing story of the exciting and dangerous journey in search of the fa-
bled gold of Cibola; the story is told, two years later, from the jail in
which Esteban is awaiting trial. It is told in retrospect by Esteban, and
it shifts periodically back to the prison and then to the trial. The transi-
tions are smooth and functional; the story is vividly written. Accused of
withholding the fifth share that is the due of the King of Spain, Esteban
is given a three-year sentence, electing to stay in jail rather than to ac-
cept an offer of escape if he will go back to find the hidden treasure.
Percival, Rachel. Discovering Dance; with illus. by the author. Dufour, 1966.
136p. $2.95.
A history of the dance, first published in Great Britain and illustrat-
M ed with moderately informative photographs and diagrams. The book has
6-9 some usefulness, but it is weakened by the writing style, which tends to
incorporate coy or condescending remarks, generalizations, and abrupt
shifts of tense. Each chapter concludes with a list of "Things to Do";
the instructions therein are couched in terms that seem addressed to a
rather young audience. "You may have learnt some acrobatics in the
gymnasium. Try doing them to a strict rhythm." On the facing page is a
sentence that seems written for an older reader: "By the eleventh cen-
tury, however, priests of the Christian Church were gravely disturbed
by outbreaks in the churchyards of macabre, frenzied dancing to pagan
songs; this dancing may have been a survival of primitive dancing rites,
and was certainly contrary to the ideas of Christian worship." Despite
these weaknesses, the book gives some information, albeit superficially,
about the emergence of dancing as an art form, about schools, dance mu-
sic and its composers, popular dancing, and notation. "Where and When
to see Dance in the British Isles" is a list that is of little use to readers
in this country; it does no harm, of course, but the fact that the bibliog-
raphy consists chiefly of books published in the British Isles is a severe
drawback. An index and a list of dance films are appended.
Polland, Madeleine. Queen Without Crown; illus. by Herbert Danska. Holt, 1966.
190p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.59 net.
An adventure story set in Ireland in the sixteenth century, the plot
Ad centering on a lad who serves Queen Grainne and the interest centering
7-9 on the rebellious and colorful Queen herself. Proud and self-willed,
Grainne has been preying on English ships, and she finally comes to re-
alize that only if she makes peace with the English will Ireland prosper.
Young Patrick, who serves as her page, has come to Grainne's court to
beg her to rescue his imprisoned family. He decides, at the close of the
story, to stay with his Queen. The historical background is interesting
and the characterization adequate; the weakest part of the book is the
heavy, wordy style of writing.
Riedman, Sarah Regal. Home is the Sea: For Whales; by Sarah R. Riedman and
Elton T. Gustafson; illus. with photographs. Rand McNally, 1966. 2 64 p.
$4.50.
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A comprehensive, authoritative, and well-researched book on whales:
R the different kinds of whales, dolphins, and porpoises; their evolution,
8- their anatomical structure, their habits, their life cycle. There are many
anecdotes and a considerable amount of information about the training of
these mammals and the research that has been and is being carried on.
The style of writing is direct and serious, the material is well-organized.
The photographs and diagrams that illustrate and amplify the text are ex-
cellent. Tables of different species and their distinguishing characteris-
tics are appended, as is a bibliography and a good relative index.
Ross, Eulalie Steinmetz, ed. The Blue Rose; A Collection of Stories for Girls;
illus. by Enrico Arno. Harcourt, 1966. 186p. $3.50.
Thirteen stories, all romantic and all in the fairy tale or folk mood,
R even the humorous tale by Richard Chase. The selections are varied in
5-7 style and uniform in theme: love; the authors are among the best of the
storytellers. Some of the titles have been edited-skillfully--by Mrs.
Ross.
Ross, George Maxim. The Pine Tree; illus. by the author. Dutton, 1966. 39p.
Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.46 net.
A book that is beautifully illustrated with black and white drawings
Ad that have an economy and gracefulness reminiscent of Japanese art, al-
3-5 though they are not in the Japanese style. The text describes the life cy-
cle of a pine tree that grows in a rock crevice, its branches twisted and
tortured by the harsh prevailing winds. The author communicates his
feeling that there is beauty in the gnarled, lonely dead tree. However,
the story of the tree's growth is fraught with intimations of human feel-
ings: the tree "never stopped trying to grow straight and tall" and less
and less did it "have to bend before the southwest wind" and "with a
great stubborn burst of strength the tree swelled and strained its roots
in the crack until it split the rock!" Were the writing style distinctively
lyric, this might be acceptable, but it seems only artificial.
Sachs, Marilyn. Amy and Laura; illus. by Tracy Sugarman. Doubleday, 1966.
189p. $3.25.
Here is the very good sequel to Amy Moves In and Laura's Luck,
R books about the two Stern sisters who live in the Bronx in the 1930's.
4-6 Their mother, long hospitalized after being hit by a car, comes home;
Amy joyously accepts Mama, wheelchair and all, but Laura finds that
she feels a coldness to this invalid mother who has grown heavy and
grey-haired. The denouement is Mama's declaration of independence;
she wants to run her home and be a mother, not a liability-and Laura
realizes that Mama is still Mama. The chapters alternately focus on
one sister or the other, but the action is not separate; indeed, one of
the appeals of the book is that (both in school and at home) there is a
continuity of relationship within which there are shifts of motives and
moods.
Singer, Isaac Bashevis. Zlateh the Goat; tr. from the Yiddish by the author and
Elizabeth Shub; pictures by Maurice Sendak. Harper, 1966. 9 0p. Trade
ed. $4.50; Library ed. $4.11 net.
Although these seven tales were written for children, they will surely
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R be enjoyed by adults. Based on middle-European Jewish folk material,
5-7 the stories are told and illustrated with distinction. The Sendak illustra-
tions are softly charming, with the humor and with just a bit of the gro-
tesquerie of Where the Wild Things Are. Mr. Singer achieves the ulti-
mate in the genre-he never gets between the story and the audience.
Slobodkin, Louis. Read About the Policeman; written and illus. by Louis Slobod-
kin. Watts, 1966. 68p. Trade ed. $2.65; Library ed. $1.98 net.
Written in a clear, straightforward writing style, and copiously illus-
R trated with distinctively cheerful Slobodkin drawings. The text gives his-
3-6 torical background about the emergence of a trained, professional police
force; specific details are given about the hierarchy of the New York
City Police Department and about its many divisions based on function.
The book also gives information about the qualifications and the training
for police work; the writing has a note of undimmed appreciation and re-
spect for police. An index is appended.
Slobodkin, Louis. Read About the Postman; written and illus. by Louis Slobodkin.
Watts, 1966. 67p. Trade ed. $2.65; Library ed. $1.98 net.
Much like the title above in format, quality of illustration, brief in-
Ad dexing, and coverage of material. The author gives a short history of
3-6 the beginnings of postal service, from the personal messengers of the
ancient world to the first formalized services in France and in England.
The development of a postal service in our own country is described
quite extensively, as are the functions of both postal clerks and post-
men. Actually, the book gives so much more material of historical in-
terest than it does information about the operation of the present postal
system that it seems mistitled.
Smith, Emma. Emily's Voyage; illus. by Irene Haas. Harcourt, 1966. 111p.
Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $3.09 net.
Illustrated with engaging line drawings, an appealing fanciful story
R about a guinea pig's romantic voyage that ended with shipwreck on a
3-5 tropical island. Emily, the guinea pig, is a proper, respectable house-
keeper who has periodic surges of wanderlust; she travels by owl-
carrier to the ship over which she assumes partial command, since the
poet-captain (a hare) has neither ability nor interest in seamanship. A
shipwreck follows a storm, and the frightened crew follow Emily and
her two cronies to the island where Emily sets up school for the young
monkeys; her desperate appeal for rescue brings a reluctant brother to
the island. Arthur is reluctant because he and his pals have been happily
pigging it in Emily's once-tidy cottage. The story is written in low key,
with faint echoes of Wind in the Willows and Alice in the way the animal
characters are depicted. Nice to read aloud to younger children.
Spiegelman, Judith. UNICEF's Festival Book; text by Judith Spiegelman; illus.
by Audrey Preissler. UNICEF, 1966. 24p. $2.
Although this book has some interesting material and is dedicated to
M a worthy cause, it has several weaknesses that will limit use and may
4-5 limit enjoyment. First, it is-as the jacket says-only a sampling, giving
one-page descriptions of a holiday in each of twelve countries. The holi-
days are not comparable (some are religious, some are not) so that
[80]
there is no unity in the text. Each description is faced by a page of illus-
tration, more decorative than informative; the attempt to introduce some
fictionalization into a one-page description of a holiday celebration is
awkward.
Stone, Patti. Judy George: Student Nurse. Messner, 1966. 192p. $2.95.
A formula nursing-and-romance novel for junior girls. Judy is a se-
NR nior student who is being courted by a handsome young doctor whose fa-
7-9 ther is an important man on the hospital staff; she finds herself intrigued
by the surly patient who calls himself Joe Smith. In a fairly predictable
plot development, Judy discovers that she really loves Joe. The story
ends, melodramatically, when Judy's sister is having a difficult delivery
and is saved by Joe, who turns out to be a doctor. He has been bitter be-
cause the accident that hospitalized him ended his promising career as
a plastic surgeon, he divulges; he decides that he will become a general
practitioner in Judy's home town. Trite plot, pedestrian style.
Taylor, Mark. Henry the Explorer; illus. by Graham Booth. Atheneum, 1966.
42p. Trade ed. $4.95; Library ed. $4.57 net.
A picture book with illustrations in full and lovely color, most of the
Ad paintings in double-page spreads; some of the outdoor pictures are par-
K-2 ticularly attractive. Henry is a small boy who goes off on an exploring
trip with his dog, Angus. "Don't be late coming home. Try to finish ex-
ploring the world before it gets dark." says his mother. Barring bears,
Henry expects to accomplish this. He and Angus wander far enough off
to reach a cave in a forest; seeing bears, they hastily decamp. The boy
and the search party sent out by his mother miss each other, and Henry
gets home by himself. While the searchers are having coffee, Henry lies
abed planning the next expedition. The storyline is slight but adequate;
the style light and staccato. There is one double-page spread that may
be a bit confusing to a child: on one page a horrified Henry stares at a
huge silhouette of a bear; on the facing page Henry is making a hasty re-
treat from the cave in which there is an odd rock formation. Since the
dark backgrounds of the pages merge, it is a little hard to determine
that the pages are not all one picture, with the rocks casting a bear-
shaped shadow.
Taylor, Sydney. A Papa Like Everyone Else; illus. by George Porter. Follett,
1966. 159p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.63 net.
A story set in Czechoslovakia several years after the first world war;
R Papa had, a few years before, gone to America alone. Mama carried on
4-6 the farm work with the help of the two girls, but she longed to join Papa;
so did Szerena, but little Gisella-who didn't even remember him-
thought they were just fine as they were. At the end of the story there
is a description of the trip and of Gisella's happy realization, as soon
as she sees Papa, that they are all a family. However, the plot here is,
through most of the book, simply a vehicle used to describe the life in a
small village, with some episodes about Czech or Hungarian folkways,
but with most of the story revealing the pleasures or the rituals of the
Jewish community.
Tunis, Edwin. Shaw's Fortune; The Picture Story of a Colonial Plantation; drawn
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and written by Edwin Tunis. World, 1966. 63p. Trade ed. $3.95; Li-
brary ed. $4.09 net.
If this book had no text, only captions to the illustrations, it would be
R enjoyable and informative; the pencil drawings are meticulous in detail,
4-7 clearly based on authoritative familiarity with plantation life. Shaw's
Fortune is described as it evolved from a cabin in a clearing to the al-
most self-sufficient establishment of 1752. Mr. Tunis discusses the
clothing, education, recreation, and family patterns of the Shaw family.
Even more interesting are the descriptions of the home industries and
crafts of the plantation: spinning and weaving, growing tobacco, gather-
ing and packing tobacco, hewing and sawing timber. The author mentions
once, briefly, the fact that slavery was taken for granted by the Shaws,
but not by the slaves, and lets it go at that; that was the way plantation
life was. The illustrations are useful for an older audience as well.
Uchida, Yoshiko. Sumi's Special Happening; pictures by Kazue Mizumura. Scrib-
ner, 1966. 48p. Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed. $3.12 net.
A most engaging story set in a contemporary Japanese village. Sumi
R (the lively small heroine of Sumi's Prize) is worried because she has no
K-3 special present for the ninety-ninth birthday of her friend, Ojii Chan.
She asks his housekeeper, who suggests that Sumi find something to
"make his heart sing." Sumi arranges for Ojii Chan to have an exciting
ride in the Kasa village fire truck; the mayor adds a birthday party at
the Sugi village school, and the aged birthday boy has, indeed, a special
happening that makes his heart sing. The story gives a charming picture
of a small girl and a small town anywhere; it is particularly enjoyable
because it is written with a light touch and because it reflects the Japa-
nese reverence for the elderly. The illustrations are bright and cheer-
ful.
Vasiliu, Mircea. Do You Remember? Day, 1966. 39p. illus. Trade ed. $3.50;
Library ed. $3.29 net.
A picture book in which a child muses over his memories on his sev-
Ad enth birthday. Written in first person, the text and the small, detailed
5-7 drawings will have appeal because of the remembered experiences that
all children have (not quite reaching the doorbell) and because of their
variety. There is a trip to the zoo, the first day at school, an illness,
the first haircut, the advent of a sibling, the security blanket that now
seems so small. The book is weakened somewhat by the repetitious use
of questions addressed to the reader after each remembered incident:
"But I still remember my first book. Do you remember yours? Do you?"
"Did you have a best friend too? Did you?" "Did you ever ride in a bus?
Did you?"
Weik, Mary Hays. The Jazz Man; woodcuts by Ann Grifalconi. Atheneum, 1966.
42p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.41 net.
Set in Harlem, a strangely effective story with woodcut illustrations
SpR that reflect the combination of harsh realism and brooding lyricism of
4-5 the story. Zeke is an only child, nine years old, almost a recluse; his
parents work and Zeke stays home alone. He doesn't go to school; he
hides when the school man comes around, because he doesn't want to be
teased about his lame leg. Zeke's mother, exasperated by the fact that
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her husband can't keep a job, leaves; after that the boy is more and
more often alone at night. All of his release and satisfaction have come
to Zeke through listening to the jazz pianist across the way. At the end
of the story, alone and hungry, the boy dreams of the lights and laughter,
the rich foods and the smiling welcome that he finds in a visit to the jazz
man. He wakes to find his reunited parents with him. It is a pity that the
carefully detailed dream and the happy ending are so abruptly juxta-
posed; a more gradual transition would have set off the dream sequence
more effectively. However, the author has done an excellent job of show-
ing with verisimilitude the grim facts of mores among the disadvantaged
in the inner city and of creating a gentle, sensitive child, possibly neu-
rotic, as the protagonist in this setting. Some aspects of the story almost
demand, for some readers at this early level, adult explanation or dis-
cussion: the carefree attitude of Daddy, the decampment of Mama, and
the fact that Zeke's failure to go to school is abetted by his parents.
Weisgard, Leonard. The First Farmers; In the New Stone Age. Coward-McCann,
1966. 63p. illus. (Life Long Ago Series) Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed.
$3.64 net.
An oversize book, profusely illustrated with drawings and diagrams;
R most of these are informative as well as attractive, but some of the pic-
5-8 tures are too hazy in their details to be useful. The text describes,
clearly and succinctly, the beginnings of civilization about nine thousand
years ago, when the Neolithic peoples began to raise food, domesticate
animals, and settle into permanent communities. A page of notes about
major sites, a citation of sources, a bibliography, a relative index, and
glossary are appended.
Wiesner, William. A Pocketful of Riddles; collected and illus. by William Wies-
ner. Dutton, 1966. 119p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.92 net.
A small book of riddles, each one illustrated, with answers given on
Ad the spot; a few of the answers must be found by turning the page. Some
2-4 of the selections are tried and true ("Little Nancy Etticoat . .. ") and
some are clearly new: "What travels around the earth without rockets?"
Some of the riddles are witty or funny, some rather weak; all will prob-
ably be welcomed by the young riddle fan.
Woolley, Catherine. Ginnie and the Cooking Contest; illus. by Paul Frame. Mor-
row, 1966. 190p. $3.25.
Since Ginnie loves to cook, she is optimistic about winning a newspa-
Ad per's cooking contest for girls. She and her friend, Geneva, deliberate
4-6 menus seriously and at length; Ginnie tries fancy recipes and worries
about her rivals. The superb chicken loaf she plans to enter can't be
made when the recipe is lost; to her surprise, Ginnie wins a ribbon for
bread and she finds that she is glad that the first prize went to a shy,
modest friend. The easy style and realistic storyline have appeal, espe-
cially to the girls who have read the half-dozen previous books about
Ginnie. The action here seems a bit bogged down in menus and recipies,
but there are a few sub-plots for variety.
Zemach, Harve. Mommy, Buy Me a China Doll; ad. from an Ozark children's
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song; illus. by Margot Zemach. Follett, 1966. 32p. Trade ed. $3.95;
Library ed. $3.99 net.
A charming picture book version of the cumulative folk song that has
R the appeals of repetition, of a chain of mildly nonsensical actions, and of
3-7 a warmly satisfying ending. Eliza Lou's request for a china doll leads to
yrs. proposals that it be bought with Daddy's feather bed, so Daddy would
have to sleep in the horsey's bed, and the horsey would have to sleep in
Sister's bed, and so on, and so on. Each page of print is faced by a full-
page illustration in color, humorous in mood and skillfully executed.
Zolotow, Charlotte (Shapiro). Big Sister and Little Sister; pictures by Martha
Alexander. Harper, 1966. 24p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.92 net.
An oversize book with a gentle text and with soft illustrations, the
R delicate black and white drawings touched with palest pink and green. A
K-2 small girl is assiduously taken care of by her older sister, and she slips
off one day to rid herself of the loving tyrant. When the older sister can-
not find her sibling, she weeps; little sister appears and kindly offers
her handkerchief and a hug. With older sister relieved and younger sis-
ter obviously enjoying her new role, the two trot happily off. Almost sen-
timental, but lightened by the wry, subtle indication that there is a power
struggle.
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